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From the Pastor
What is “A Season of  Listening”?
Our Lenten “Season of Listening” is our local version of a basic building
block of  relational organizing.  It is a focused time during which volunteers
from our congregation are trained as listeners and then conduct a series of
both one-on-one conversations and group meetings with members and
friends of our congregation.  The purpose of these conversations is to hear
people’s stories, develop stronger relationships and discover what people
care deeply about.  Ultimately, we hope that the insights and relationships
gained from this time of  focused listening can give energy and direction to
our future ministries as a congregation.

Who is planning and leading this effort?
Through the efforts of our Church and Society Commission, our church
has been involved with a regional organizing group (ieorganizing.org) whose
goal is to strengthen relational capital within faith communities and other
community organizations so that these groups have an increased capacity to
act on issues that are important to them.  Our “Season of Listening” uses
some of  the basic tools of  working toward these goals.  Session approved
our “Season of Listening” and has heard regular updates from our Pastors
and the Church and Society Commission as plans have progressed.

Two other congregations, Temple Beth Israel and LaVerne Heights
Presbyterian Church are also conducting “Seasons of Listening” during
March.  By collaborating on this effort, leaders from the three congregation
can support one another and share ideas and insights.  We also hope to
identify areas of common interest that might become the basis for further
collaboration among our congregations and in the wider community.

How will it work?
We kicked off  our “Season of  Listening” with a lunch following worship
on February 24th.  This was an opportunity to meet the church members
who are our volunteer listeners, and hear more from the Pastors and
congregational leaders involved.  We engaged in some initial listening efforts
among those present.  Those who wished to, signed up to participate in a
one-on-one conversation with one of our volunteer listeners at a later date.

Volunteer listeners will hold one-on-one meetings with those who sign up
to participate, with some church members and friends randomly selected
from our church database, and with some members of the community
that they believe can provide helpful insights to us in this process.  Our hope
is that our 20 volunteer listeners can each conduct 5-7 interviews for a total
of  over 100 conversations.

(see Listening on page 2)

Worship Plans

Sunday, March 3   10:00 a.m.
Third Sunday in Lent

The Rev. David Lutz preaching

Sunday, March 10  10:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in Lent

The Rev. Karen Sapio preaching

Sunday, March 17    10:00 a.m.
Fifth Sunday of Lent

The Rev. Karen Sapio preaching

Sunday, March 24   10:00 a.m.
Passion/Palm Sunday

Sanctuary Choir - “St. John’s Passion”
The Rev. Karen Sapio preaching

Thursday, March 28    7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday

Worship with CPC, Emmanuel & GPIB

Friday, March 29    2:00 p.m.
Good Friday

Community Worship
at St. Ambrose Episcopal Church

Sunday, March 31
Easter Sunday

8:30 and 10:00 a.m. Worship
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Sunday Morning at Nine
Two options for Sunday Morning at Nine Adult Education classes which begin at 9:00 a.m.:

Bible Study with a Family Focus
March 3, 10, 17, 24 and April 7
What is family?  How do we imagine family differently than we may have in the past?  How does
family contribute to identity?  What is the value of family for single people?  What different models of
family and family life do we find in the Bible?  What does it mean to be interdependent?  How do we
build different kinds of  families that are healthy, nurturing and supportive?  What constitutes brokenness
in family life?  What does it mean to be a part of  God’s family?  These are just some of  the questions
that we will be thinking about together in a five-week discussion series on family.

This series will be co-led by Pastor Rocky Supinger and Krista Wuertz (Director of  Ministry to
Children and Families), and will begin with the house meeting facilitated by Rocky on March 3 in
Room 7.  Following the house meeting we will meet together in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. to talk
about how we understand family, and the joys and challenges we face as families and as people of
faith.  Please feel free to join us for the whole series or for any one of  the discussions.  We will not meet
on Easter.  If  you would like more information about this series, please contact Krista at:
krista@claremontpres.org.

A Season of Listening Group Sessions
March 3: Are Our Families Thriving?
March 10: Who Are Our Neighbors?
March 17: Are We Aging Well?
March 24: How is Work Working For Us?

Anyone may attend one or all of these “house meetings”.

In addition, each Sunday morning in March, there will be a group listening session around a particular
topic.  (See above)

What will we do with the information?
The purpose of the one-on-one and group meetings is for the whole congregation to gain insight into
what people care deeply about and where people have energy for greater involvement.  Each
conversation contributes to this pool of  greater insight and understanding.  These meetings are pieces
of a wider conversation and are therefore, by nature, collaborative and shared rather than confidential
and private.

After each one-on-one meeting, the volunteer listener will jot down some notes.  At each group
meeting, there will be a recorder who will capture the highlights of that conversation.  When the
“Season of Listening” is over, these notes will help us identify major themes that run through these
conversations.  We will invite the congregation to a gathering in late spring where we can share what
we’ve heard.  There will also be a forum in which all three participating congregations will “compare
notes” to see what common concerns might emerge.

How can I participate?
Sign up to do a one-on-one meeting with one of  our volunteer listeners.  Sign-up forms will be
available through the church office.

Attend one of the group meetings during the 9:00 a.m. Education Hour each Sunday in March.

What if  I still have questions?  Feel free to contact one of  the Pastors or Church and Society Commission
Chair Charles Kerchner.

Let
anyone
with
ears to
hear
listen!
           ~Mark 4:9

Listening (cont. from page 1)
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Sunday Morning Schedule for Children & Youth

Sunday Mornings there are faith-nurturing activities for children in pre-school through high school all
morning long.  (There will be no Godly Play on Easter Sunday, March 31.

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Music and Art for grade 3 – grade 5

Godly Play for age 4 – grade 2

Youth Sunday School Class with Larry and Jeanine (grades 6 - 8)

Youth Sunday School Class with Irene, Linda and Octavio (grades 9 - 12)

Nursery care is available for infants through pre-k

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Music and Art for age 4 – grade 2 (after Time with the Children)

Godly Play for grade 3 – grade 5 (after Time with the Children)

Nursery care is available for infants through pre-k

11:15 a.m. - noon Choir for youth 6th grade through high school (every other week)

Godly Play for Children
Four Years Old Through
Fifth Grade

Throughout the season of Lent we teach a series
of lessons in our Godly Play classroom called,

“The Faces of  Easter.”  We talk to the children
about “preparing for the mystery of  Easter,”
during Lent, and in each of the lessons we learn
about different phases of Jesus’ life and his journey
toward the cross and resurrection.

Our series begins with Jesus’ infancy, and the
lessons that we will focus on in the month of
March follow Jesus’ baptism.  On March 3 the
children will learn about “Jesus’ Desert and
Discovery Experience,” on the 10th they will hear
the lesson “Jesus as Healer and Parable-Maker.”
As we move closer to Holy Week the children
hear the lessons, “Jesus offers the Bread and Wine,”
and on Palm Sunday we will learn about “The
One Who was Easter And Still Is.”

All through the season of Lent the children are
being encouraged to use the materials available to
them in the room to create crosses to share with
the community.  You will see some of  their work
displayed in the Sanctuary.  We will not have a
Godly Play lesson on Easter (March 31), but we
will resume our lessons in April.

Children ages 4 – grade 5 are welcome and
encouraged to come experience Godly Play with
us.  Please see the children’s programming schedule
listed above.

March Madness Retreat for
Junior & Senior High

Big Bear Lake Christian Conference Center will
once again be the site for a winter retreat for

junior and senior high school students.  The
weekend retreat takes place from 7:00 p.m.
Friday, March 25 to 12:30 p.m. (right after lunch)
Sunday, March 27.  The cost of  the retreat is $129
per person.  For more info and to sign up go to
www.pccci.org or call (877) 285-0119.  Once you
have registered, let Pastor Rocky know.

Interfaith Seder Experience

Join local faith leaders and community members
in this unique opportunity to share “freedom

stories” across cultures, religions and places of
origins Sunday, March 24 from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
at the Islamic Center of  Claremont, 3642 N. Garey
Avenue in Pomona.  Sponsored by the Claremont
Interfaith Working Group for Middle East Peace,
this is the third annual event modeled on the Jewish
Passover Seder.  This inclusive event will seek to
bridge that which divides and create common
ground through sharing experiences with
neighbors.

Visit facebook.com/ClaremontinterfaithWG,
email ClaremontInterfaithWG@gmail.com or call
(909) 542-8150 to reserve a place.  You can also
volunteer to join in planning and presenting this
important event by contacting them in the same
way.
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New Members

Claremont Presbyterian Church welcomed five
new members in January.

Jim and Lenore Brashler are natives of
Michigan who have returned to Claremont to be
residents of Pilgrim Place.  They were members of
CPC in the 1970s and early 80s before they moved
to Baltimore and then Richmond, VA.  Jim is a
professor of Bible emeritus and Lenore is a retired
computer support person.

The Brashlers have two adult children (Dan and
Phyllis) who grew up in CPC and one grandchild.
Among their avocations are music (Lenore plays the
French horn, Jim the tuba), genealogical research,
gardening, and issues of peace and justice.

Roberta Drake is a retired elementary school
teacher and was employed at the Central School
District in the City of Rancho Cucamonga.  She has
lived in Claremont since 1973.  Roberta was a
member of  the Crystal Cathedral for over thirty years.
She has two daughters and four grandchildren.

Wendy Rodriguez and Randy Pozo are the
proud parents of  Levi Maxwell Pozo.  They currently
reside in Ontario.  Wendy is a homemaker and Randy
works at an All State Office as an Insurance Sales
Producer.

On Easter Sunday, March 31, CPC will again take part in the One Great Hour of  Sharing offering
sponsored by the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Our congregation’s history of  generously supporting this offering is well

known, as Easter worship is decked with paper fish banks packed with coins collected by our children during the weeks of Lent.
What may be less known are the specific denominational mission programs those brimming fish banks enable: The Presbyterian
Hunger Program, Self Development of People, and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

Each of these mission programs accomplishes important work that no congregation can fulfill on its own.  And in times of
great need, these works are needed more than ever.

Please prepare for the One Great Hour of  Sharing offering by praying for those in need whom the offering helps.  You may
even wish to assemble and fill your own fish bank!  As we prepare, let us take as inspiration some of the words of a song
composed specifically for this occasion, “One Great Hour to Share”:

When the wind and the rain of the hurricane left me homeless on the street
Did you give me clothes and shelter, did you bring me food to eat?
When the Warlords came and I fled the flames;
When they made me a refugee –
Did you feel my racing heart beat? Hear my cries of agony?
When the heat and the sand of  this barren land left me struggling to survive
Did you help me find clean water, so my family could thrive?
When I was lost and lonely and wandering in despair
My greatest time of need was your one great hour to share.

One Great Hour of Sharing
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People In the Church: Karen Sapio and Tony Becker

(See Karen on Page 6)

Live into hope of captives freed
From chains of  fear or want or greed
God now proclaims our full release

To faith and hope and joy and peace.
(v. 4, “Live into Hope,” by Jane Parker Huber)

When you hear the first notes of a hymn, you see her toes
start tapping, her body beginning to sway.  Then, as you

are fumbling with your hymnal, you realize that she has none.
She knows the hymn by heart.  All the verses.  Every hymn.
Perhaps you could expect that from Chet Jaeger, with 50 years
of  choir practice under his belt, but… the pastor?  Yes, you
think to yourself, I’ll bet there are years and years of church
camp packed into Karen Sapio’s youth.  And you would be
partly right.  In grades 4 through 6 she went to church camp
every summer.  But beyond that, beginning in 7th grade she
joined a youth choir that toured parts of the East Coast during
the summer, performing in churches while memorizing all those
hymns.  OK, you think, here’s a woman destined to be a choir
director.  Good guess, and you might have been prophetic
had it not been for that certain pastor who lamented to his
congregation that no young men from the church had gone to
seminary in the past ten years.  Sitting in the pew, an inspired
Karen, age 11, ignored the pastor’s gender bias and thought,
“Well, I can do that!”

Karen’s childhood involved many moves as her father, a
somewhat itinerant college professor, held a series of positions
throughout the U.S. and eventually assignments at Army Air
Force bases abroad.  When I asked Karen how this lifestyle
affected her, she replied that “you learn to be adaptable.”  Other
traits might also be ascribed: self-confident (witness the decision
to be a pastor) and adventurous (among other things, note her
willingness to let the car’s gas gauge slip below empty).  Karen
also learned the importance of  community, something her
family had to keep re-establishing along the way.  Each time
her mother’s solution was to locate and join the local Presbyterian
church.

Karen graduated from Union Theological Seminary in New
York followed by several years in short-term positions in the
greater New York area.  Then two good positions became
available at the same time, one on the East Coast, the other in
Vancouver, Washington.  Had she then thought of  Horace
Greeley’s 19th century invocation to “go west, young man,” she
probably would have ignored the author’s gender bias yet again
while taking the advice.  A spirit of  adventure called her.  She
became Associate Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of
Vancouver.

What’s the first thing church members do when they discover
they have a young, attractive and yes, unmarried Associate Pastor?
Matchmakers seemed to emerge out of the woodwork, busily
trying to hitch Karen to one man or another.  Their efforts
were far less than satisfactory.  Finally, without their help, Karen
met Tony.

Tony Becker grew up in a small farming community in Iowa.
He shared the dinner table with nine other siblings and his parents.
“We weren’t exactly poor,” he recalls, “but my mom could
stretch a meal to the limit!”  Raised a Catholic, he attended
Loras College in Dubuque, pursuing a major in English with
hopes of becoming a writer or journalist.  During the summers,
however, he joined the road gang of a company that did
highway striping.  When he graduated the company hired him
full time.  Eventually they promoted him to regional manager
and moved him to Salem, Oregon.  His first date with Karen
took place at Powell’s Bookstore in Portland.  Book-lovers rate
this a highly romantic spot.  There followed wonderful
conversations and more dates.  Soon they were talking marriage.
Noting Tony’s Catholic background, Karen happily quipped
that that she had found “the only person with no preconception
of  being a pastor’s spouse.”

When CPC called Karen, she and Tony were living in
Portland with their two children, Clayton and Clara, and Karen
was serving as Pastor of  Trinity Presbyterian Church.  Soon
after Clayton was born Karen had served as interim pastor and
pulpit supply in several churches in the greater Portland area.
As she traveled from church to church, she saw church
communities where she was a visitor and participant, but not a
full member.  She missed having a community where her children
could thrive.  “How do people live like this?’ she puzzled.  She
could not emulate her mother and join the closest Presbyterian
church since she was often providing the sermon at different
churches.  The desire to maintain a stable community was on
her mind when the Pastor Nominating Committee in 2006
brought them to Claremont.  Karen and Tony listened to Kent
Warner and others extol the blessings of  town and church.
Tony was impressed by “their pride in living here” and added
“they did a great job of selling Claremont.”  Karen liked
Claremont’s atmosphere of  a college town, calling it “Princeton
with palm trees.”  A great place for their children, they agreed.

CPC scored high in their estimation as well.  Part of a diverse
community, it exhibited a healthy bond of  faith and action.  It
supported learning and education among its members.
Moreover, it had the intriguing connections with Emmanuel
and Temple Beth Israel.  And, at a time when Presbyterian
churches across America witnessed declining membership, CPC’s
willingness to create a multicultural campus and explore
relationships with other faith groups offered a potentially exciting
and useful model for future church development.

When the PNC asked Tony how he as the pastor’s spouse
might contribute to the life of CPC, he reminded them that his
job required substantial travel.  All he could promise was that
when possible “I will be there on Sunday with the kids.”  One
Easter, however, Tony volunteered to be part of  the Hallelujah
chorus.  He stood beside Stuart Lillich, and Stuart was quick to
spot a good voice.  In this instance the “matchmakers” of
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A more complete financial report is available in
the church office.

CLAREMONT
PRESBYTERIAN ACTUAL BUDGET
CHURCH
AS OF 01/31/13
Pledges $35,688 $42,500
Other Income                       6,142                       8,175
Bequests/Gifts                            0                              0
Reserve Transfer 0 0
Expenses                        (   41,542)                (   52,849)
VARIANCE                            288                (      2,174)

CHILDREN’S
CENTER ACTUAL BUDGET
AS OF 01/31/13
Income                             $62,588 $56,480
Expenses                         (  59,473 )               (  56,373)
VARIANCE                         3,115                         107

The Communicator is
published monthly (except
in summer) by Claremont

Presbyterian Church.
Submissions are subject to

editing for content and
length.  To submit an
article or item for the

monthly calendar, please
contact the church office
by the 15th of the month

by telephone at
(909) 624-9693, email

jcolclough@claremontpres.org
or fax to (909) 624-4743.

Editor:  Jo Colclough

Pastors
Karen Sapio

Rocky Supinger

Church School
9:00 a.m.

(Except in Summer)

Worship
10:00 a.m.

Nursery Care
 available both hours

Financial Highlights

Conscientious Projector

Conscientious Projector is a monthly gathering
of mindful, passionate people coming

together to screen documentaries about important
current justice issues, and to discuss these
viewpoints from a variety of  perspectives.
Screenings are free to the public; just bring an open
mind and a desire to discuss!  Screenings in
Claremont are at 7:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday
of  the month at the Claremont Forum, 586 W.
First Street (in the old packing house.)

Wednesday, March 20 the film is from the
Global Oneness Project.  A Thousand Suns tells the
story of the Gamo Highlands of the African Rift
Valley and the unique worldview held by the people
of the region. This isolated area has remained
remarkably intact both biologically and culturally.
It is one of the most densely populated rural
regions of  Africa yet its people have been farming
sustainably for 10,000 years.

FAN Symposium

Feminist Agenda Network (FAN) invites you
to a symposium on women and the economy.

“Collective Hope:  Building a Future for Women”
will be held at Claremont Presbyterian Church on
Saturday, March 23 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The keynote speakers are the Rev. Dr. Margaret
Aymer, author of  Confessing the Beatitudes, and Dr.
Jane Douglass, who will speak about the Accra
Confession.  The cost of the symposium is $20.00
which includes a box lunch.  For more
information please contact the church office.

CPC proved more competent than those in
Karen’s earlier church.  Tony yielded to Kent
Warner’s encouragement to join the choir.

What do Karen and Tony see in the future of
CPC?  The church remains a place that can offer
“genuine community,” but as our society becomes
more subdivided and families take on more diverse
and demanding roles, the church faces greater
challenges in its efforts to create and cultivate that
sense of  inclusive community.  There are no clear
solutions but CPC, with its multicultural campus
and extensive community outreach, may suggest
a direction toward a much-appreciated life
together.

None of  this comes easily, and the struggles
of  the church are tough on pastors, too.  To cope,
Karen practices a spiritual discipline of daily prayer,
reading and writing, which helps her “to be able
to take that long view, to realize that God is at
work in you, and that perhaps no results will be
visible for decades.”  In a world where tragedy all
too often threatens to overwhelm us, Karen trusts
that in the long view God’s will prevails.  We seek
to do that will, she notes, but we need divine
assistance.

She recalls that when she was a student at the
College of  Wooster, Jim Forest, renowned for
his peace work with the Catholic Worker and
Fellowship of  Reconciliation, visited the campus
and told a story that powerfully affected her:  A
man approached two masons and asked each,
“What are you doing?”

The first man replied, “I am laying bricks.”
The second man said, “I am building a

cathedral.”
Building a cathedral isn’t done in a day, and

there will be setbacks.  Karen, the child of  a
Holocaust survivor, accepts the need for a long
view of goals coupled with the Calvinist
recognition of  human sinfulness.  She
acknowledges that the 20th century, one of  the
most destructive in human history, has destroyed
the faith of some and challenged an older
Enlightenment faith in continuing human progress.
For Karen, however, “this shouldn’t be a surprise
to a Calvinist.”

She appreciatively quotes John Cobb who says,
“I am not optimistic.  But I am hopeful.”

And from the core of her being, Karen adds,
“We must be bearers of  hope in the world.”

~Dick Johnson

Karen (cont. from page 5)
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Session DigestHelp the Children’s Center

The second Monday of each month the
Claremont Presbyterian Children’s Center has

a fundraiser at the El Ranchero Restaurant on
Foothill Boulevard in Claremont.  On Monday,
March 11 from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. eat at El Ranchero
Restaurant and tell them you are with the
Claremont Presbyterian Children’s Center.  The
center will receive a portion of the proceeds and
you will enjoy a delicious Mexican meal.  If you
prefer to eat at home you may get your food to
go.

Thank you for your support!

Progressive Christians Uniting has arranged a series of five lectures by distinguished speakers to be
given at five local churches (including CPC) which began February 24, 2013 and runs through

April 7, 2013.  Tickets for all five lectures are $40.00.  Individual speaker tickets are $10.00.  The
remaining speakers, location and lecture subjects are:

The Rev. Romal Tune, Author of  God’s Graffiti:  God’s Word Written on your Life
“The Problem of Mass Incarceration”
Sunday, March 3, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church, 676 N. Gibbs Street, Pomona

Bishop Minerva Carcano, Official spokesperson for the United Methodist Church on Immigration
“The Dream Act and a Just Immigration Policy”
Sunday, March 10, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Claremont Presbyterian Church, 1111 N. Mountain Avenue,
Claremont

Dr. Norman Ornstein, American Enterprise Institute, Author, It’s Even Worse than it Looks:  How the
American Constitutional System Collided with the New Politics of Extremism (with Thomas Mann)
“It’s Even Worse than It Looks, But There Is a Way Forward”
Sunday, March 17, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Claremont United Church of  Christ, 233 W. Harrison Avenue,
Claremont

James Carroll, Boston Globe, Author Constantine’s Sword and House of  War
“Toward a Civil Society”
Sunday, April 7, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at La Verne Church of  the Brethren, 2425 E Street, La Verne

Please visit the website www.agendaforapropheticfaith.com for more information and to purchase
tickets.  Tickets are also available through the CPC church office.

Distinguished Speaker Series

At its January meeting the Session:

• welcomed five new elders as they begin their
service

• approved minutes of a special meeting in which
five new members were added to our rolls

• elected new CPC Board officers
• considered and approved budgets for both

CPC and the Children’s Center for 2013
~Steve Sittig,

Clerk of Session

Community Meal

CPC is one of seven local congregations that
take turns preparing and serving a meal to

dozens of people who are homeless or simplY
lack resources to adequately feed their families.
Sunday, March 24 will be our turn again.
Volunteers are needed to prepare a food item for
20 people and deliver it to Sumner School at 2:45
p.m. and/or to help serve that meal, visit with
participants and prepare “to go” boxes.  Please
contact the church office at (909) 624-9693  if
you would like to help.

Palm Sunday, March 24, the CPC Sanctuary
Choir will present St. John Passion by John

Ferguson.  This set of  choral anthems, based
primarily on passion hymns, reflects upon the
scriptural texts of The Passion according to St.
John.  This music was originally conceived and
commissioned for a Good Friday service in which
the gospel is traditionally read.  Ferguson’s insightful
writing provides a choral commentary, which
perfectly mirrors the events of  the passion story,
creating a profoundly moving experience.

Palm Sunday Special Music
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                                 Deadline for next issue of the Communicator:  March 15 Evangelism and Nurture

If you (or a loved one) are in need of prayer,
the Prayer Chain of  the Presbyterian Women is
there for you.  Call the church office at (909) 624-
9693 with your prayer request.  Please be sure you
have the permission of  the person for whom you
are requesting prayer.

Prayer Chain

Photographs are
often taken at church
events.  These photos
may be posted on the
church’s public website.
If you object to having
a photograph that may
contain your image (or
your child’s image)
posted on the church
website, please notify
the office in writing.

Website
Photos

“Like” Us on Facebook
Claremont Presbyterian Church has a facebook

page.  You can find us at https://
www.facebook.com/claremontpres.

If you are already a member of facebook, use
this link, sign in to your facebook account and
click on the “Like” button.  (Or you can just search
for Claremont Presbyterian and choose the one
under “Pages”.)  News feeds from CPC will now
show up on your home page.

This is a great way to keep up with what is
happening at CPC and to share what is happening
with your friends.


