
“I would love to 

serve a church 

that is ready to 

reach out into the 

community in 

new ways.” 

“I believe that God gave 

me the gift of recognizing 

that our Church is still 

very much desired by the 

community, but that the 

way of doing church may 

not be meeting the literal 

and spiritual needs of the 

community. I feel called to 

parish ministry with a 

congregation and 

community desiring to do 

church a little differently.” 

Open House 

The Associate Pastor Nominating 

Committee invites you to a 

reception to meet the Rev. Brian 

Gaeta-Symonds and his family in the 

Fellowship Hall of Claremont 

Presbyterian Church on Saturday,  

July 21, 2-4 p.m. 

Please join us for an afternoon 

snack and an informal visit. 

____________ 

Worship 

The Rev. Brian Gaeta-Symonds 

will lead worship and deliver the 

sermon on Sunday, July 22, at 

10 a.m. 

___________ 

Congregational Meeting 

The Session of Claremont 

Presbyterian Church has called 

a congregational meeting 

immediately following worship 

on Sunday, July 22, to vote on 

accepting the Associate Pastor 

Nominating Committee’s 

unanimous recommendation to 

call Rev. Brian Gaeta-Symonds 

as Associate Pastor of Outreach. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH’S 

Associate Pastor Nominating 

Committee presents 

Rev. Brian Gaeta-

Symonds 

as its unanimous choice for 

Associate Pastor for Outreach. 

CLAREMONT 



A Cradle Presbyterian 

A “cradle” Presbyterian, Brian was 

baptized as an infant and remained 

active in the First Presbyterian Church of 

Downey throughout his youth. He 

graduated from Cal State Fullerton in 

2005 with a Bachelor of Arts in 

communications. 

 

First Ordained Call 

In 2010, Brian earned a Master of 

Divinity from San Francisco Theological 

Seminary. In August 2014, Brian 

accepted a part-time position as Minister 

for Campus Engagement at United 

University Church and was ordained by 

the Pacific Presbytery on March 7, 2015. 

In addition to providing pastoral care for 

students, staff, and faculty, Brian headed 

UUC’s partnership with another 

organization to transform and grow a 

student-feeding program, ultimately 

serving up to 100 students in need each 

night. 

 

Since 2014, Brian has also served as part

-time Director of Admissions for New 

Theological Seminary of the West. 

 

Chaplain and Spiritual 

Director 

Prior to ordination, Brian was a resident in 

Clinical Pastoral Education at Children’s 

Hospital Los Angeles where he provided 

spiritual care for children and families 

during health crises. Later, he entered 

and completed a three-year certificate 

program in spiritual direction from the 

Stillpoint Center for Christian Spirituality. 

“Brian made the church a 

center for justice, community, 

and inclusion for the entire 

university.” 

Varun Soni 

Dean of Religious Life, USC 

Brian and husband Gilbert with their three boys — 
Victor, 15, Axel, 7, and Nathan, 13. 

Mission and Outreach 

In addition to his work at UUC and as a 

member of various congregations, Brian 

has served as: 

 Social Justice/Ministry Intern — Jan 

Hus Presbyterian Church, New York, 

NY, where he managed the daily 

operations of a homeless outreach 

center and served on initiatives for 

other vulnerable populations; and 

 Technical Assistance Provider — 

Presbyterian Church (USA), where he 

identified and assisted Los Angeles-

based grassroots organizations in 

applying for Presbyterian grants and 

funding. 

 

A Good Fit for CPC 

People who work with Brian describe 

him as: 

 organized, a self starter, gentle, 

 enthusiastic, caring, eloquent,  

 creative, effective, adventurous, 

 courageous, extroverted, winsome,   

 friendly, approachable, practical, 

 collaborative, warm, wise, 

 trustworthy, a good preacher,  

 and more. 


